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COLORADO 

 

Colorado spends billions on health care and the bill keeps going up. 
• Colorado spent $21.7 billion on health care in 2004. Colorado’s health care bill keeps 

going up, at an 8% average annual increase between 1991 and 2004.1 
• Colorado spent $4,717 per capita on health care in 2004, more than twice the nation’s 

average per capita spending on food ($2,207).2 
• Yet 17% of Colorado residents (about 800,000 people) remain uninsured, higher than 

average in other states (16%).3 
• Between 2001 and 2005, family premiums in Colorado increased 34.5%, while median 

earnings of people purchasing family coverage only increased by 6.9%.4 
• People who buy health insurance through their small business (between one and fifty 

employees) cannot be excluded due to health condition and the state has issued some cost 
limits for premium rates.5 

• The self-employed cannot be excluded due to health condition during a one month open 
enrollment period.6 

• People who must buy individual policies have few protections. They may pay very high 
rates or be permanently denied coverage due to health status or other factors.7 

• The state has a high risk pool program for people who can’t afford individual coverage or 
who are denied coverage due to health reasons – CoverColorado – but it offers no family 
coverage and premium rates are about 35% higher than premiums charged to healthy 
individuals who buy private insurance. Individuals must pay a minimum of a $1,000 
annual deductible with up to $2,000 out-of-pocket per year and a maximum of a $10,000 
annual deductible with up to $20,000 out-of-pocket per year. Except for people who were 
continuously covered for 18 months prior to joining the pool, CoverColorado excludes 
coverage for pre-existing conditions for six months.8 

• CoverColorado offers premium discounts to those who qualify (families with a household 
total adjusted income, plus liquid assets, under $50,000).9 

 

Colorado has started reporting some hospital-acquired infection rates. 
• A public reporting law passed in 2006 requires hospitals, hospital units, ambulatory 

surgery centers and dialysis treatment centers to report infection rates to the CDC to be 
analyzed and risk adjusted. The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment 
uses that information to issue facility-specific infection rates to the public. The first status 
report on health facility-acquired infections was released in January 2008.10 

• The first public report of health facility infections -- including hospital-specific infection 
rates for central line associated bloodstream infections occurring in adult intensive care 
units – was released in July 2008, but it only includes six months of data. The annual 



 

 

report, which will include information on surgical site infections and central line 
associated bloodstream infections, will be published by January 2009.11 
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